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of the nation. The whole aim of the system
is towards efficiency and material advance. For
this end it is practical and suited to the nation's
needs.

As we review the Government system of
education in Japan, among its outstanding
merits are the marvellous accomplishments of
primary education throughout the nation in a
single generation, its adaptation to the nation's
material needs, the training in loyalty and
patriotism which it affords, and its intensely
practical character. The very rapidity and
brilliance of Japan's accomplishments and
advance, however, both in education and in
national life, have created for her grave questions
which must be faced. The bureaucracy, auto-
cracy and forced uniformity of the national
system of education has helped to create Japan's
educational problems. This has necessarily a
very cramping effect on intellect and character.
It forces youth in its most plastic periods into
fixed moulds. It tends rather towards repres-
sion than towards expression, towards turning
out a machine-made public servant instead of
a fully developed citizen.

The central educational problem in Japan
at present is created by the materialistic and
utilitarian character of the whole system. The
effect of this upon national life has been wide-